
I serve on the Licensing
& Regulatory Committee
as well as being a
member of the Tyne &
Wear Trading Standards
Joint Committee and the
Special Appointments
Committee. 2024 election

On 2nd May you will have
the chance to support
the local Lib. Dem.
Focus Team by voting
to re-elect me as your
ward
councillor.
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Liberal Democrats Focus Team - working for you, all year round

Focus on
Whickham North
and Swalwell

“The Focus Team works hard
all the year round for our
community.” say Peter and
Chris.

“Keep a
strong Focus

Team”

“And we have had to work
even harder since Gateshead
Council cut many of the
services that they provided.”

“From flower beds to
libraries and Christmas trees
to Community Centres - together
with our residents, we’ve helped
to fill in the gaps.”

“Having a good team of
local councillors who work
well together is very important,
it can impact on many things
from dealing with potholes,
right up to protecting the
vitality of our community.”

“Sonya is a key part of the team
and we can’t afford to lose her.
“Between the three of us we have
over 60 years experience of being
a ward councillor and we are
always available to support our
local residents.”
“On 2nd May you will have the

opportunity to re-elect Sonya -
and keep the Focus Team
together.

Listening to residents and
keeping them up to date.

SONYA
HAWKINS

..the best choice
for Whickham
North & Swalwell
on May 2nd.

X

“A key part of
the team.”

SONYA HAWKINS

An important part of a Councillor’s job is
listening to residents’ concerns, doing
something about them and then keeping
everyone updated as to the outcome.
In the past year your Focus Team has:

• Produced and delivered Focus leaflets to keep
you up-to-date with local news and issues
• Provided additional up to date information
via our electronic newsletter; eFocus.
• Issued letters to residents on localised issues
• Assisted with dozens of residents’ issues.
• Held street surgeries.

The 17 Liberal Democrat councillors in Gateshead have
been talking and listening to residents about what needs to
change with the way the Council is being run.
“As a result,” reported Peter Craig, “a new Six to Fix has

been released. Please let us know your feedback, so that your
ward councillors can continue to focus on your priorities.”
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Lib Dems release
new Six to Fix

4.99% Counci l
Tax r ise

Labour-run Gateshead Council have increased Council
Tax yet again in this year’s budget.
The increase is 4.99%, the same as last year, keeping

Gateshead as the highest charging Metropolitan District
authority in England.
The increase comes shortly after the Daily Telegraph

ranked Gateshead as the second worst council in Britain for
value for money.

Sonya Hawkins said “The Council reported that the
budget position is just over £6m better than originally
thought, so they had the opportunity to give something back
to Gateshead residents in return for this increase, but they
have not done so.”

Councillor Ron Beadle, in his role as Leader of the
Opposition said during his speech at the Budget meeting
“Your message to Gateshead’s residents is that they will pay
more and get less.”

Chris Ord said “We know that the Council is under
pressure as the government has reduced financial support for
Councils, especially in poorer areas, but people deserve
much better services for the amount we are paying.
Labour-run Gateshead Council wastes far too much money

and doesn’t listen properly to local people. Things need to
change.”

In December, The Telegraph analysed council tax rates
versus the quality of services provided by local authorities.
Based on Band D rates for 2023/2024, this review was

performed across all 127 upper-tier authorities in England for
which data were available.
The analysis included the share of top-rated schools and

care homes, the state of roads, the amount of social housing,
how many burglaries occur per 1,000 homes and the amount
of all collected waste sent for recycling, composting or reuse.
Gateshead Council was ranked 126th out of 127.

Gateshead Council - Poor value for money

The Lib Dem opposition on Gateshead Council have been surveying residents.

Our priorities for Gateshead Council

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/are-you-living-in-britains-worst-value-council/

Sonya Hawkins has been selected by local Lib Dem
members to stand in this May’s local election.
Sonya was first elected to Gateshead Council in 2012, joining

her two other ward councillors; Chris and Peter - and she has
been active in the community and standing up for residents ever
since.
“I am delighted to have been chosen again to be the

candidate for Whickham North (and Swalwell) ward, said Sonya
“and would like to take this opportunity to thank the people of
Whickham and Swalwell for their support.
If I am re-elected, I will continue to work hard with the Focus

Team on many things that are important to residents. With the
Lib Dems, residents know that they will get hard working
councillors who are active in their community and work all year
round to speak up for people in Whickham and Swalwell.”

Gateshead £2,071
Liverpool £1,948
Sheffield £1,841

Leeds £1,645
Sunderland £1,637
Manchester £1,618

Example 2023-24 Band D council tax (excluding parish precepts)

Sonya
selected as
Lib Dem
candidate

https: / /www.gov.uk/government /stat ist ical -data-sets/ l ive- tables-on-counci l - tax
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Keeping in touch
with you

Follow us on Facebook: Focus on NE16

Plans to build an exclusive
gated community of 4
executive homes in the heart
of Chase Park are now
being put into action.

The controversial sale of the
historic stable block was
championed by Labour in
Gateshead who claimed the
site was not in Chase Park!

The all-Labour cabinet of
Gateshead Council agreed to
flog off the historic stable block
for house-building in 2021. Lib
Dems fought against the sale.

Gateshead have now
approved a planning
application to demolish the
Georgian stable block, which
was left to become derelict  by
the Labour-run Council. Access
to the new development will be
via the Rectory Lane/Front
Street entrance, which will be
temporarily closed to the public
for safety reasons while the
work is underway.

“Many residents are fuming
about what Labour are doing to
Chase Park,” said Lib Dem
Councillor Jonathan
Mohammed.

“And they are angry that there
is no guarantee that any of the
money from the sale of the site
by Gateshead Council will be
spent in Whickham.”

“Labour’s majority on
Gateshead Council was the
main reason the Chase Park
sale was given the go-ahead,”
said Cllr Sonya Hawkins.

“The sooner we can
demolish the red wall of Labour
in Gateshead, the better.”

Boarded up: access into Chase Park via the Georgian stables has been closed so that the buildings
can be demolished. Under plans approved by Labour in Gateshead, 4 executive houses in an exclusive
gated community, will be built in the heart of Chase Park.

Whickham remembers
There was another big turnout for the
Remembrance Day parade and
service on Sunday 12th November in
Whickham.

Almost 50 wreaths were laid at the
ceremony which many consider to be the
biggest parade and service in Gateshead.

Councillors Sonya Hawkins, Peter
Maughan  and Jonathan Mohammed
(see photo on left) laid wreaths of behalf of
residents of the Whickham area.

“We estimate that over 1000 people
joined the parade or the service,” said Cllr
Peter Craig. “The event is very important
to the residents of Whickham.”

across the whole borough, down from 44 in 2019-20.
However, the Evening Chronicle reported that in the same

year, Lib Dem led neighbouring Durham County Council
issued almost 1,000 fines for fly tipping, dog fouling, and
other environmental breaches.
At the September Council meeting, Lib Dem councillors

proposed that Gateshead Council should meet with officers
from Durham to see how they had achieved this.
But, Labour councillors said ‘no’. And it turns out that the

reduction in fines was not solely caused by Covid, but by a
change of policy. The Council no longer wants to fine ‘small’
fly-tippers, but educate them instead.
They argued that: “the people who would have got Fixed

Penalty Notices for small fly tips were often vulnerable
people, who needed help and support to permanently change
their behaviour.”
Peter Craig said: “Fly tipping is a very real issue to

residents in certain parts of Swalwell. We agree that people
should be educated to behave better, but we also believe
that those who fly-tip should be fined.”

Should fly-tippers be
fined?
There was a heated
argument about this at
the September meeting
of Gateshead Council.
In 2021-22, the Council

issued just a single fine
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Plans for Leven
House withdrawn

Dunston Pool
survives cuts

Should f ly-t ippers
be f ined?

Recognit ion for
Swalwel l at last?

A review of ward boundaries is underway by the Local
Government Boundary Commission and your ward
councillors have put forward a proposal to change the ward
name to Whickham North and Swalwell.
“The official ward name does not reflect the communities it

includes” said Chris Ord, “even though we do always call it
Whickham North and Swalwell between ourselves”
“Last time time the boundaries changed in 2004, the ward

councillors put forward this same proposal but were knocked
back. Hopefully there will be more success this time.”
Your local Lib Dem Focus Team can also report that during the

early part of the review, the decision has been already made to
keep the number of councillors in Gateshead to 66.
Gateshead Liberal Democrats had argued that the number

should be cut, but the Local Government Boundary Commission
opted to keep the size the same.
The process of drawing up new ward boundaries is now

underway and draft proposals are due later this year.

Fly-tipping in Swalwell

Permission was sought from the Council to convert the
property into an House of Multiple Occupancy with 15
rentable bedrooms, a shared kitchen and living facilities.
After careful consideration and feedback from various

internal and external consultees, planning officers expressed
concerns to the applicant regarding the development’s
potential impact on local residents and its conflict with the
Specialist and Supported Housing SPD.
It was indicated to the applicant that a recommendation for

refusal was highly likely. Following consideration of their
position, taking into account the above, the applicant has
chosen to withdraw the planning application.

Dunston Pool, home to Gateshead & Whickham
Swimming Club and Gateshead Synchronised
Swimming Club has been saved from Council cuts.
The pool was originally on the shortlist for closure in

January, but following a public consultation exercise, it
was decided to delay the decision until after the local
elections, spending about £700,000 from reserves.
Sonya Hawkins said “Protesters backed the Lib Dem call for

all centres to be retained for the year ahead, using £2.1
million from reserves. They believed that the delay until early
summer would not allow enough time for community groups to
take over the centres. That's why they wanted them to remain
open for a year, rather then just 3 months.”
And unfortunately, this has proved to be the case - with

Gateshead Leisure Centre and Birtley Swim Centre closing
on 21st July, just before
the school summer
holidays.
The closures, have

been met with anger and
disappointment in the
local community.
Council leaders said

the closures would be
"devastating" but they
could no longer afford to
run the leisure centres
and must keep to their
forecasted budget.

I play an active role in
many of the community
groups that we have
within Whickham North
and Swalwell.

I have lived in Whickham
and Swalwell all my life,
living in Bullfinch Drive,
Napier Road and Kingsley
Place.

As a child, I went to Front
Street Primary School,
where I have served as a
School Governor.

Following that, I then also
went to Whickham
(Comprehensive) School.

I work as an Assistant
Manager at a large
kitchen and joinery
company on the Team
Valley, in Gateshead.

For the 10 years before
that I was a security
advisor for a large retailer
in the Metro Centre.

Growing Up

I was first elected twelve
years ago as part of your
Lib. Dem. Focus Team,
joining Cllr. Peter Craig
and Cllr. Chris Ord as a
ward councillor for
Whickham North on
Gateshead Council.

Working

Communities

On the
Council

I am deeply committed
to doing my best for the
communities that I both
live in and know so well.

I’m currently Chair of
Lighting Up Whickham
and also a Trustee at
Swalwell Community
Centre, as well as being
involved in many other
aspects of our local
community.

A street
surgery



• Even although the Council is reluctant to fine fly
tippers, Sonya, Peter & Chris are reporting and getting
cleared up any areas of fly tipping reported to them.

Contact us:

Peter 488 0787

Sonya 422 2206

Chris 488 2545

Sonya
HAWKINS XTo keep a strong Lib

Dem Focus Team

Sonya is a key member of the Whickham North &
Swalwell Focus Team, that provides support to

residents and gives them a voice on the Council.

Liberal Democrat Focus Team
Annual Report
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• Supported the Gateshead West Uniform Scheme.
• Assisted Chase Park Community Group with funding

to help them to organise a Community Fair in the
park, planned for Saturday June 8th.

Supporting our community

Lib Dem Focus Team

Focus on Fly Tipping

Between Peter, Chris and Sonya, there is more than 60
years experience as a ward councillor and they have
continued to assist residents with issues such as:
• Housing repairs, Housing requests, Empty dwellings,
• Potholes, Uneven pavements, Grass cutting, Grit bins,
• Fly tipping, Littering, Dog fouling, Bin collections,
• Planning queries, Tree queries, Parking & traffic issues,
• Non-Council related issues such as problems caused

by utility companies - and requests for bus shelters.
We are here to help if you need us.

Helping people with their issues

Dog Fouling Parking

Green spaces and trees

This year members of the Focus Team have:
• Helped to provide Christmas trees for our

communities by our active participation in local
groups such as Lighting Up Whickham.

• As trustees, supported our volunteers who are very
successfully running the day to day activities at
Swalwell Community Centre.

• Worked with fellow trustees of Whickham Volunteer
Library Association to keep our local library open.

• Organised and supported Remembrance Day events
in Whickham and Swalwell.

•

• The resource allocated in Gateshead Council to
maintaining trees has been severely reduced over the
last few years, but we have arranged for trees to be
cut back that are encroaching on residents’ property.

• We have also supporting a tree planting scheme in
the ward on a site near Swalwell Fire Station.

• Sonya, Chris and Peter
have arranged for extra
‘No Dog Fouling” signs
to be placed in the ward,
where residents have
reported issues.

• Local shop owners
have reported that
some drivers are
having difficulty in
accessing the parking
bays at the bottom of
Fellside Road.

• One recent incident
involved a car going
through the front of the
optician’s shop.

• As a result your ward
councillors are working
with Highways officials
on a new parking
scheme for the area.

Before After


